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NOTES 
The Working Papers In  Camrmnications series 
is published by The Graduate Program i n  Communi- 
ca t ions  a t  M c G i l l  University. Twelve papers a r e  
ncw avai lable  i n  t h i s  series. Persons i n t e r -  
e s ted  i n  ordering copies of t h e  papers can ob- 
tain a f l y e r  describing each of the papers 
ava i l ab le  from Morag Shiach , Edi tor ,  Working 
Papers i n  Communications, Graduate Program i n  
Communications, M c G i l l  Universi ty,  815 Sher- 
brooke S t r e e t  West, Montreal, Quebec H3A 2K6. 
The School of Journalism, Universi ty of 
Western Ontario, has received a $ 28,000 Canada 
Manpower g ran t  to  study the  use of da ta  banks i n  
news gathering.  
Called Newsdat, the p r o j e c t  w i l l  employ two 
people fu l l t ime  f o r  a one-year period. Their 
t a s k  w i l l  be i d e n t i f y  publicly-accessible da ta  
banks a d  to determine t h e i r  usefulness f o r  
journa l i s t s .  There are more than 1 ,000 such 
data  banks i n  North America today. 
The Newsdat p r o j e c t  i s  an off-shoot of the  
School' s W e s  tex News videotex news service.  
Westex News has been i n  operat ion s ince  e a r l y  
spr ing,  1 982 , and provides a d a i l y  agr icu l tu re  
news se rv ice  f o r  farmers i n  Manitoba. The farm- 
ers a re  subscr ibers  to Grassroots, the  f i r s t  
commercial videotex system i n  North America. 
The March i s s u e  of l ? ~ e  Regis ter ,  a publica- 
t ion  of M c G i l l  Universi ty,  w i l l  f ea tu re  a spe- 
c i a l  sec t ion on t h e  h i s t o r y  of canmunications. 
Included i n  the sec t ion w i l l  be interviews with 
John Meisel , pres ident  of t h e  CRTC and M r .  A. 
Johnscn, pas t  pres ident  of the CBC. Contact 
Anne MacLennan, Edi tor ,  The Register, M c G i l l  
Universi ty,  855 Sherbrooke St .  W.,  Montreal, 
Quebec, H3A 217. 
Available from West Midlands Arts, Lloyds 
Bank Chambers, Market S t r e e t ,  Staffoxd, England, 
ST16 2AP, is Four On 4 ,  t r a n s c r i p t s  of four  
public debates concerning the  new 4th Channel i n  
Great Br i t ian .  Included i n  the book are Rhodri 
Williams account of the s t ruggle  to e s t a b l i s h  
Channel 4 ,  Helen Baehr's discussion of the 
employment of women i n  broadcasting and t h e i r  
representa t ion i n  t e l ev i s ion  content ,  t h e  cam- 
paign i n  Wales, and a discussion of what poten- 
t i a l  the  channel holds f o r  innovative news 
coverage. Cost of the  publ ica t ion is 2.25 and 
includes postage. 
Papers and audio v i s u a l  presenta t ions  are 
sought f o r  a symposiun which w i l l  explore the  
re la t ionsh ip  between t e lev i s ion  and anthro- 
pology. This w i l l  be a s e s d o n  of the  11 th 
In te rna t iona l  Congress of Anthropological and 
Ethnological Sciences t o  be held i n  Vancouver, 
i n  August 1983. Presentat ions which d e a l  with 
such top ics  as: (1 ) A critical review of pas t  
and ongoing TV series such a s  Odyssey (U.S.A.), 
Man (Japan 1, disappearing World (Great Br i t i an  1, 
and Face Value18 ( G r e a t  Br i t i an )  ; (2 )  Models of 
col labora t ion between scholar  and producer; ( 3 )  
The scholar  as producer and 'PV entrepreneur; (4 
The p o s s i b i l i t i e s  of i n t e r n a t i o n a l  cooperation 
f o r  co-production and d i s t r ibu t ion ;  (5 ) The 
telecommunication revolution and i t s  p o t e n t i a l  
f o r  anthropology ; and ( 6  Teaching anthropology 
v i a  t e l e v i s i o n ,  a r e  needed. Contact Jay Ruby, 
Department of Anthropology, Temple Universi ty,  
Philadelphia,  PA, 1 91 22, USA. Telephone : 215- 
787-751 3. 
A new journal ,  C r i t i c a l  S a d i e s  i n  Mass 
Coanrmicatian, is scheduled to begin publ ica t ion 
by winter  1984. Sponsored by t h e  Speech Com- 
munication Association, the journal w i l l  r epor t  
research which focuses on the  s t r u c t u r e  and 
function of mass communication systems, the  
re la t ionsh ip  between c u l t u r e  and mass comunica- 
t i o n ,  the  form and s t r u c t u r e  of mass media con- 
t e n t ,  and the  i l l u s t r a t i o n  o r  ana lys i s  of mass 
media criticism. Robert K. Avery of the Univer- 
s i t y  of Utah has been named e d i t o r .  Guidelines 
f o r  submission of manuscripts may be obtained 
from D r .  Robert K. Avery, Editor ,  Critical 
Studies in Carmunicatim, Department of Communi- 
ca t ion,  Universi ty of Utah, S a l t  Lake Ci ty ,  Utah 
84112, USA. 
A standardized examination f o r  measuring 
nineteen communication competencies i n  col lege  
students is being published by t h e  Speech Com- 
munication Association. D r .  Rebecca Rubin of 
Kent S t a t e  University developed t h e  test  t o  help  
i n s  ti tu t ions  improve t h e i r  screening,  evalua- 
t i o n ,  placement and research p rac t i ces .  The 
test requires  an evaluator ,  a video tape ,  a 
manual, and spec ia l  r a t i n g  sheets .  Immediate 
feedback is provided to the  student .  Public 
speaking an7 in terpersonal  communication s k i l l s ,  
including l i s t e n i n g ,  a r e  assessed. It takes 
about 30 minutes t o  administer .  
A starter package is  ava i l ab le  f o r  $ 198 .OO 
including t h r e e  manuals, a video tape, and t e n  
packages cb r a t i n g  sheets .  Individual  p r i c e s  
are: Manual @ $ 15.00; package of 50 r a t i n g  
forms @ $9.50; a n d v i d e o t a p e  a t  $ 85.00. 
Order f r a n  Speech Communicatim Association, 
51 05 Blacklick Road, Annandale, Virginia 22003 . 
Telephone: 703 - 750 - 0533. 
The S t a t e  Universi ty of N e w  York Press  is 
i n i t i a t i n g  a new series of communication books 
under the  co-editorship of Donald Cushman and D. 
Lawrence Kincaid. The series w i l l  publish books 
and monographs dealing with various i s sues  i n  
Human Cammunication Processes. Manuscripts 
should represent  o r i g i n a l  work of authors and 
are no t  restricted by themes, approaches, view- 
points  , o r  methodologies. Topics included in 
t h e  series w i l l  be Information Processing, Mes- 
sage Design, Persuasions, Canpaign Conununica- 
t i o n ,  Audience Analysis,  Confl ict  Resolution 
Processes,  Negotiation Process, Interpersonal  
Relat ionships,  Rhetorical Processes, Cultural  
Processes, Mass Media Processes, Information 
Flow, and Network Analysis. Select ion of pub- 
l i shed  manuscripts w i l l  be based on the  q u a l i t y  
of underlying scholarship ,  t h e  s igni f icance  of 
the  i ssues  addressed, the  c l a r i t y  and s t y l e  of 
the  wr i t t en  t e x t ,  and usefulness t o  an audience 
of reasonable s i z e  beyond academia. 
Books se lec ted  w i l l  be published simul- 
taneously i n  hardcover and paperback to f a c i l i -  
tate p o t e n t i a l  course adoptions and t o  a t t r a c t  a 
more general readership. A l l  i n q u i r i e s  about 
the  series should be submitted to either Susan 
D. Suarez, Ph.D., Edi tor ,  SUNYPress, S t a t e  
University Plaza, Albany, New York 12246, o r  
Donald P. Cushman, Department of Rhetoric and 
C a n m i c a t i o n ,  S t a t e  Universi ty of New York a t  
Albany, Albany, New York 1 2222. 
A new book ava i l ab le  t o  persons i n t e r e s t e d  
in videotext  has j u s t  been published by Lawrence 
Earlbaum Associates,  365 Broadway, Hi l l sda le ,  
New Je r sey  07642. I t  is  e n t i t l e d ,  V i d e o t e x t  
Journalism: Teletext, Viewdata, and the Nevs 
and was authored by David Weaver, d i r e c t o r  of 
the  Bureau of Media Research, School of Journa- 
l i m ,  Indiana University. 
The book reviews r e s u l t s  of s tud ies  i n  
Great B r i  t i a n ,  the Netherlands, and the  United 
S t a t e s  on the  impact of t e l e t e x t  and viewdata on 
j o u r n a l i s t s  and t h e i r  work. 
I would l i k e  to thank Sr. R i t a  Landry, 
Associate Professor of French a t  S t .  Thomas More 
College f o r  wr i t ing  the French a b s t r a c t s  i n  
Volume 8, Number 4. Prof .  Landry is  now on s i c k  
leave. The French t r a n s l a t i o n  of the  f i r s t  ab- 
s t r a c t  i n  t h i s  i s s u e  was done by Richard Mills. 
Translat ion of the  second a b s t r a c t  was done by 
the  author.  Prof .  L. Michaud, Ass is tant  Profes- 
s o r  i n  the  Department of French a t  S t .  Thomas 
More College was kind enough t o  provide us  with 
the  t r a n s l a t i o n  of the f i n a l  two a b s t r a c t s  i n  
this i s sue .  Our thanks t o  a l l  of them f o r  t h e i r  
cont r ibut ion  to t he  journal.  
